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growing prosperity of the country, as enhancing its prestige, he added that he would say nothing about Dutch or continental politics—" for they seem in truth still too mysterious to form any conjectures on the turn either of them may ultimately take."' The words deserve notice; for they refute the notion that Pitt had formed any definite system.3 His only plan at this time was to wait until the horizon cleared. Much may be said for this cautious opportunism; but it had the disadvantage of leaving us isolated at a time of great danger. We had done enough to incur the displeasure of two most dangerous sovereigns, Catharine and Joseph, but not enough to avert its probable consequences.
For the present, Ministers sought to recover the good will of Catharine. In semblance it was easily procurable. VorontzorT for a time dangled before Carmarthen the prize of a Russian alliance, and sought to persuade him that the Empress was on the point of proposing it when she heard of Hanover joining the German League. The Austrian envoy, Kazeneck, also assured him that friendship with Russia would be the best means of preventing war with France. Carmarthen seems to have taken these offers at their face value and wrote to Harris that the road from London to Paris lay through Petersburg.3 Similar proposals came from these envoys for some time; and Carmarthen cheered himself with a truly pathetic belief in their honesty.1 Harris also, despite his knowledge of Catharine's anti-British bias, persisted in hoping for a return of her favour. He even drew up a memorandum recounting the advantages of an Anglo-Russo-Austrian League, for which Carmarthen was already angling; and in particular he deprecated any offer of alliance to Frederick, "unless compelled by events.'" It is strange that
1 " Malmesuury Diaries," r, 157.
1 I disagree with Herr Salomon ("Pitt") on this point. It seems to me that Pitt's policy was essentially tentative, and remained so up to the year 1788.
3 II.M. Add. MSS., 28060. George III showed more sagacity than his Ministers, witness the phrase in his letter of 7th August to Pitt: "An experience of twenty years has taught me not to expect any return for the great assistance she [Catharine] has received from this country."
* As late as gth February 1786 he wrote to Harris: " We are on more friendly (enns with Russia than for a long time" (13.M. Add. MSS., 28061).
1 I have published this Memorandum along with other documents bearing on the years 1785-7 in the " Eng, Hist. Rev." for 1909.